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from Pastor Todd 

It had been 41 years since the people of Judah had been forcibly 
exiled to Babylonia. Now they were home and things were 
returning to normal. They had reinstituted the sacrifices and had 
just laid the foundation of the temple.   

10 When the builders had laid the foundation of 
the Lord’s temple, …    …11 They sang with praise 
and thanksgiving to the Lord: “For he is good; his 
faithful love to Israel endures forever.” Then all the 
people gave a great shout of praise to 
the Lord because the foundation of the Lord’s 
house had been laid. (Ezra 3:10-11) 

It was a great day to celebrate, but some people were not cele-
brating. 

12 But many of the older priests, Levites, and family 
heads, who had seen the first temple, wept loudly 
when they saw the foundation of this temple, but 
many others shouted joyfully. 13 The people could 
not distinguish the sound of the joyful shouting 
from that of the weeping, because the people were 
shouting so loudly. And the sound was heard far 
away. (Ezra 3:12-13) 
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Peace@Monroe 
202 Dickinson Street 
Monroe, WA  98272 

Church Phone:      360-794-2082 
School Phone:     360-794-7230 

Web Site:        www.peacemonroe.org 

Email: todd@peacemonroe.org 
         peacechurchmonroe@live.com 

Tidings of Peace 
The Official Newsletter 

of Peace@Monroe 
 

We hope you find our newsletter to be 
both informative and insightful with 
interesting news and notes on life 
together as God’s people.  If you have 
suggestions for the newsletter or 
would like to submit an article for  
publication, we’d love to hear from 
you. 

Kim Latimore 
Church Office Administrator 

Deanna Nowadnick 
Newsletter Editor 

The people who had seen the first temple realized that this 
temple and this new chapter of their lives would not be the 
same as it had been before.  The exile had changed their 
world. They could not go back to get what they had lost.   

It is the same for us. Our COVID-19 exile has not lasted 40 
years, but the post COVID-19 world will be different. When 
the shelter in place rules are loosened, we will rejoice and 
give thanks to God, but our thankfulness may be mixed with 
some grieving. The next chapter of our lives will be different 
than the one before. The past is gone. The future lies before 
us. I think it is okay to grieve what is lost, but it is also good 
to celebrate the future into which the Lord is bringing us. 

At some point the government will begin to relax their tight 
shelter in place rules. The leadership team has started talking 
and praying about what this will mean for our congregation.  
It is possible that when we start worshipping together again, 
we may have to worship in small groups. It is possible that 
some of those of you in more high-risk categories will have 
to remain sheltering at home. So, as we prayerfully move 
forward, we will look to be creative in ways that we can 
continue to care for each other’s spiritual needs.   

As we move forward, let’s keep in our hearts and minds the 
promise that God made to the Israelites when they were in 
exile, “ For I know the plans I have for you”—this is 
the Lord’s declaration—“plans for your well-being, not for 
disaster, to give you a future and a hope. 12 You will call to 
me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You 
will seek me and find me when you search for me with all 
your heart. 14 I will be found by you”—this is the Lord’s 
declaration—“and I will restore your fortunes…”  (Jeremiah 
29:11-14) 

The future will not be the same as the past; but as we walk 
with our loving Lord, the future is bright no matter what 
changes it may hold. God bless each one of you. 

 Engage God! Engage Each Other! 
Engage the World! 

Continued from Previous Page 



in Times of Social Distancing 
 

The theme for life in these pandemic times 
continues to be “Stay home. Stay safe.” 
While we do so, we encourage you to find 
ways to stay connected to each other, to 
support and encourage your neighbors. 
 
 Join the “Peace Church Monroe” group 

on Facebook for important information 
and updates, including our livestreamed 
worship services and Pastor Todd’s 
weekly videos of encouragement. 

 Watch and share Pastor Todd’s Sunday 
videos along with Children’s Church. In 
addition to Facebook, you can access his 
videos on YouTube at  “Peace Lutheran 
Church.” 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbS0KzG5IThNllnRqHdSnAA 

 Check in with each other. Call us, if you 
need help or if you know someone who 
needs help. We are family and we can’t 
help, if we don’t know of the need. 
Even though our staff is working 
remotely, we will be checking for 
messages often. Call us (360-794-2082). 

 Available for errands? Should the need 
arise, are you available to make a quick 
trip to the store for someone? Arrange 
for a delivery? Let us know. 

 Most important, pray for all God’s 
people. Pray that we’ll shine the light of 
Hope in this time of anxiousness. And 
should you learn of other prayer needs, 
contact the church, again leaving a 
message. 

In 1527 the bubonic plague struck 
Wittenberg, Germany. At the time Martin 
Luther continued to preach and write, leading 
the people through a deadly time in history. 
His words of wisdom were timely then and 
remain so today. 
 

“I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. 
Then I shall fumigate, help purify the 
air, administer medicine, and take it. I 
shall avoid places and persons where my 
presence is not needed in order not to 
become contaminated and thus 
perchance infect and pollute others, and 
so cause their death as a result of my 
negligence.  
 
If God should wish to take me, he will 
surely find me and I have done what he 
has expected of me and so I am not 
responsible for either my own death or 
the death of others. If my neighbor 
needs me, however, I shall not avoid 
place or person, but will go freely.” 

 
Do not be afraid. Do not be reckless. Serve 
others, but do not endanger others. 
Remember that we are the Lord’s servant. 
Protect the vulnerable. Encourage the 
discouraged. Share hope.   



Engaging God ~ Engaging Each Other 

Women’s Bible Study 
Leaders: Cara Fleming (Monday Evenings) 

and Gayle Foster (Saturday Mornings) 
 

Watch for starting dates and times! 

Sunday Bible Study 
Leader: Pastor Todd  

 

Join us on Zoom! 
Sunday Evenings at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Thank you for your 
support of the Sultan 
Food Bank.  
With your help, we 
gathered food and over 
$600 in donations!  
Thrivent Financial also 
added a grant of $250.  
What a blessing to the 
people of our 
community in a time of 
great need!! 

Thank you! For Easter Pastor Todd asked that I record a violin solo for 
our pre-service tape. I picked a favorite Getty hymn, The 
Power of the Cross. When I went to record, it was not 
powerful. Watching myself , I quickly saw that my playing 
days needed to be done. The arthritis in my hands was 
having a big impact on my posture, the way in which I held 
my instrument and bow, my intonation. 

I will be forever grateful to Elizabeth Bush who first 
invited me to play Sunday mornings, to Dora Burlingame, 
Lei Edstrom, and Amy Riffle-Kouyeas who brought me 
along each week, to John Gose who made me part of the 
Never Ready Joyous Noise Back-up Band, Chorale and 
Ensemble, and to you, the members of Peace who always 
shared words of support and encouragement—on my better 
days and in the moments I struggled. 

And now I look forward to the new opportunities He has 
for me—in church, in worship of Him. We all have special 
opportunities, every single one of us.  

It continues to be a joy and privilege to serve with you! 

Deanna Nowadnick 

More Thanks! 



Engaging God ~ Engaging the World 

 

Our Alaska Mission Trip 
 

Peace Lutheran Church is still hoping to send a 
team to Chitina, Alaska to lead Vacation Bible 
School from July 20-24.  
 
God is building this team and ministry that 
include: 

 6 people traveling to Alaska 
 15 people receiving weekly prayer updates 
 A congregation of people praying on 

Sundays 
 A team of support staff from Alaska 

Mission for Christ 
 And numerous people participating in our 

fundraisers 
 

A Special Note about Fundraisers 
 

Fundraising activities are currently on hold as 
we “shelter in place” and practice good social 
distancing. God will provide. Fundraising 
orders for Kim’s Cranberry Cinnamon Swirl 
Bread can still be placed by emailing Kim 
Roeske (kimroeske82@gmail.com) or calling 
her (907-259-5683). Cost is just $20. 
 

Pray for Alaska! 
 

Join us in praying for Vacation Bible School 
planning and team unity, for the 110 residents 
of the village of Chitina, Alaska, and for the 
Chitina tribal and corporate leaders. 
 
If you’d like to be part of our weekly Alaska 
VBS Prayer Team, email Kim. Call her, if 
you’d like them mailed. 
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Financial News 

Fiscal YTD 

Thrivent Choice $   855 
Total                                  $   855 

We give thanks with a grateful heart! 

TREASURER’s REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
Given March 2020    $  15,937 
Given Fiscal YTD (August 2019‐March 2020) $121,475 

 
2019‐20 Budget (approved July 2019) 
 Founda on     $191,668 
  Salary and Benefits 
  Administra on 
  Building Loan 
 Ministries 
  Reaching Up    $     5,200 
   Worship 
  Reaching Out    $   15,620 
   The World 
   The Na on 
   The Region 
  Reaching In    $     7600 
   Educa on 
   Spiritual Growth 
   Fun and Fellowship 
   Supplies         
      Total $220,088 
 
Assets (as of 3/31/2020) 
 Checking     $122,601 
 Savings     $  18,876 
 Endowment     $  36,458 
 
Income v. Expenses 
 Needed in March 2020   $  18,341 
 Given in March 2020    $  15,837 

 Needed Year‐to‐Date    $146,728 
 Given Year‐to‐Date    $121,475 
 
Loan Summary 
 Building Loan (as of 1/21/2020)  $  63,856 

Fiscal YTD 

Adver sing $   331 
Alaska VBS $   135 
Building  
   10 for 10 Campaign $3,500 
   Peace Builders $     50 
   Principal Paydown $1,015 
Endowment $   275 
Lenten Projects $     10 
Missions $1,370 
Shauen Trump $   240    
Total                                       $6,926 

Special Offerings 

Special Gifts 

Would you like 
to give your offerings 

online? 
 

Just go to https://
give.cornerstone.cc/

peacemonroe 
or access the link  

at peacemonroe.org. 
 

It’s easy! 



Little Doves  
Preschool  and Kindergarten 

Ask us about enrolling for 2020-21 school year! 7 

We love our teachers! Miss Linda, too! 
And we remain grateful for their love of our children 

and commitment to our school. 

Jennifer Mandish 

Teaching preschool is one of 
the most rewarding jobs. I try 
to create a fun environment 
to make learning exci ng and 
love watching the children 
grow and accomplish goals. 
Each morning when they 
come into the school, they 
give big smiles and hugs and 
it’s the best way to start your 
day! 

Latonya Dollison “Ms. T” 

I’m Ms. T and I recently relocated to Washington from 
California. I have a degree in Early Childhood Educa on and 
have worked for over 15 years in the private and public 
sectors of ECE. I am so grateful for the opportunity to work 
in a program that I truly believe in with all my heart. I 
recognize that parents are the first teachers in their child’s 
life. I consider it a privilege to be given the important 
opportunity to partner with parents and the Li le Dove’s 
Preschool family in laying down the founda on for the Love 
of Christ as well as a Love of Learning that will con nue 
throughout their life me.  



Engaging God 
Engaging Each Other ~ Engaging the World 

TIDINGS OF PEACE 
Peace Lutheran Church 

202 Dickinson Street 
Monroe, WA  98272  

 

Address Correc on Requested 

LUNCH BUNCH 
Second Mondays at 11:30 a.m. 

 

We love fellowship and love finding ways to get together 
as God’s people. One of our monthly get-togethers is 
lunch in Monroe or the area. If heading out of town, we 
carpool from the Peace parking lot, often leaving around 
11:15 a.m. 

 

Friends and neighbors are always welcome!   
See you in June! We  hope! 


