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Joseph had a plan.  He and 
his family had arranged for 
him to marry a nice and 
pious young woman. 
Joseph was hard at work 
making a plan for their 
home together. He was 
probably building their new 
home and dreaming of the 
simple yet full life that God 
had planned for him and his 
family. 

Then his world changed.  A 
rumor turned out to be true.  
This young woman was 
pregnant.  Joseph’s life 
plan was thrown into 
disarray.  The honorable 
thing to do, would be to 

quietly divorce Mary so she 
could marry the father of 
the child and Joseph could 
restart his life plan.  It hurt, 
but at least he had a plan 
going forward.  That is 
until an angel showed up.   

The angel told Joseph that 
God had another plan.  The 
baby was God’s baby and 
Joseph was called to be his 
earthly father. This was not 
the life that Joseph had 
envisioned but it was the 
plan into which God had 
called him.   

A few months later a 
census interrupted Joseph’s 
life and sent him on a 
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journey to his hometown 
of Bethlehem. There 
Joseph’s adopted son was 
born.  Joseph was 
starting to see how this 
new life plan would 
work. But then a jealous 
king sent Joseph 
scurrying to Egypt.  

All of the way through 
this chain of continually 
changing circumstances, 
Joseph’s expectations 
were challenged and his 
plans were changed.  The 
world and life 
circumstances he found 
himself in were not the 
ones he imagined for 
himself.   

Does that sound familiar?  
Many of us entered 2020 
with lots of plans and 
ideas about how this year 
would play out. We did 
not imagine a worldwide 
pandemic. We could not 
foresee the incredible 
division and strife in our 
society. We could not 
have imagined the year 
that we have 
experienced.   

Yet in the midst of 
Joseph’s changed life, 
this little baby gave him 
hope and a sense of 

purpose. No matter how 
much his life changed, he 
woke up every day and 
continued to learn to love 
and get to know this little 
baby that God had put 
into his life. That baby 
was not just a baby, he 
was God.   

What an amazing picture 
for us!  Our expectations 
may fail. Our world may 
be in chaos. The things 
we usually rely on may 
be taken away from us, 
but no matter how the 
world changes, we have 
Jesus. He grows in our 
lives and becomes not 
only a part of our lives, 
but the reason for our 
lives.  

With Jesus, we know that 
even though our lives 
may not turn out like we 
expected, they will turn 
out as God expects.  That 
gives us comfort and 
hope.  

Have a blessed 
Christmas!!! 

Engage God! 
Engage Each Other!      
Engage the World! 

continued from Previous Page 
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Worship ~ Study ~ 

Adult Study 
“One Nation under God:  

Healing Racial Divides in America” 
Sundays at 9:15 a.m. 

 

Contact the church office, if you’d like to participate. 
We’re meeting at church between services. Bring your mask. 

Worship 
Sundays at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

 

Bring your mask. 
Be sure you’re healthy. Temperatures are taken. 

Bring the joy of the Lord. It’s great to be together. 
 

“This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 
Psalm 118:24 

Worship (online and on the phone) 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Our services are also recorded.  
Go to YouTube: Peace Lutheran Church  

or Facebook: Peace Church Monroe.  
You can also call in (602-580-9478). Your access code is 5100526#. 

Weekly bulletins are available on our website (peacechurchmonroe.org). 
Children’s messages are available, too. Share with your friends and family. 

Women’s Bible Study 
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Join Cara Fleming for a six-week study of Lysa Terkeurst’s 
“Twelve Women of the Bible.” 

 

             We enjoy our time together.  
            These life changing stories will inspire you! 4 



Commune ~ Serve 

 
2020 has been a tough year. As we start 2021, let’s start by centering ourselves in God’s 
Story.  We invite you to join us as we read through the Bible in the next year.  In December, 
we will distribute a reading plan which references each Bible Project video that relates to 
what you are reading that week.  We will also have a forum on our website where you can 
ask questions and get answers about what you are reading. You can participate as much or as 
little as you like. Some of you may choose to just watch the videos, read the forum or 
read. Whatever your level of involvement, we know that being in God’s Word is a 
worthwhile use of your time. 

                     Advent Services 
 

Wednesdays, December 2, 9, 16, 23 
6:30 p.m. 

 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

Note: Do to COVID limitations, you will need a free 
ticket (available through the church office) to come to a 
Christmas service. When a service fills up, we will add 
another service until everyone who wants to come to a 
service has the opportunity. Each of the services will 
include the telling of the Christmas Story through the eyes 
of a Shepherd. We encourage you to get tickets to give to 
your friends and family.   
 

4:30 p.m.  
Family Service with Carols, Puppets, and the 

Shepherd’s Story 
(Family and Child Friendly) 

 

7:30 p.m. 
Traditional Candlelight Service 

with the Shepherd’s Story 
 

10:30 p.m. 
Traditional Candlelight Service 

                with the Shepherd’s Story 5 



Financial News 

Fiscal YTD 

Thrivent Choice $ ‐0‐    
Total                                  $ ‐0‐ 

Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, 
always giving thanks to God the Father for everything,  

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Ephesians 5:19b-20 
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TREASURER’s REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
Given October 2020    $  12,993 
Given Fiscal YTD (August‐October 2020)  $  51,534 

 
2019‐20 Budget (approved July 2020) 
 Founda on     $195,707 
  Salary and Benefits 
  Administra on 
  Building Loan 
 Ministries 
  Reaching Up    $     2,400 
   Worship 
  Reaching Out    $   21,800 
   The World 
   The Na on 
   The Region 
  Reaching In    $     6,200 
   Educa on 
   Spiritual Growth 
   Fun and Fellowship 
   Supplies         
      Total $226,107 
 
Assets (as of 10/31/2020) 
 Checking     $123,418 
 Savings     $  18,882 
 Endowment     $  39,578 
 
Income v. Expenses 
 Needed in October 2020   $  18,842 
 Given in October 2020   $  12,993 

 Needed Year‐to‐Date    $  56,526 
 Given Year‐to‐Date    $  51,534 
 
Loan Summary 
 Building Loan (as of 10/22/2020)  $  49,300 

Fiscal YTD 

Adver sing $     60 
Building  
   10 for 10 Campaign $   250 
    Principal Paydown $2,145 
Endowment $   204 
Memorials $   190 
Missions $1,665 
PPP Grant $3,688 
Total                                       $8,202 

Special Offerings 

Special Gifts 

Would you like 
to give your offerings 

online? 
 

Just go to https://
give.cornerstone.cc/

peacemonroe 
or access the link  

at peacemonroe.org. 
 

It’s easy! 



How does someone memorialize a 
lifetime of living, sharing, and giving of 
their time, talents and treasures?   

It’s a question many ask too late or not at 
all. Many of you have given so much in 
countless ways for the ministry of Peace 
Lutheran. You shared your skills, cared for 
each other and supported the service we 
willingly share with each other, our 
community and the world at large. The 
question becomes, how can you continue 
these acts of love after you have been 
called to your heavenly home? 

You are aware of the Endowment for 
Missions that our church established. The 
fund has been supported and grown 
through the generous gifts given by our 
members each year and every year. Our 
support for various missions continues 
every year when we share the interest and 
dividends received from the funds we have 
invested. 

So how can you leave a legacy of your 
faith when you are living in glory in your 
eternal life?   

There are a number of ways for all of us to 
assure our wishes are met. Here is a quick 
summary of three possible approaches you 

can use to continue God’s work here on 
earth: 

1. Donate a portion of your estate through 
your will.  Depending on your situation, 
be it a simple will that you can find 
online, or you could use an attorney to 
document your wishes. 

2. Designate the Endowment Fund to 
receive a portion of a life insurance 
policy. 

3. A professional could set up a trust as a 
creative and versatile estate planning 
tool.  The trust can direct the 
distribution of your assets.   Also, it is 
revocable if your needs or situation 
changes. 

The world may ask, “Why would you 
want to do this?”  

The answer is, why wouldn’t you do this. 
You’ve invested a lifetime into following 
your Lord and Savior. An endowment 
would continue your life’s work when you 
are no longer here to sustain your ministry. 
Also, since the principle is never spent, the 
funds received keep giving over and over 
again. By your act, endowment 
income will strengthen and extend 
the ministry of Christ’s kingdom. 

A Decision for a Lifetime 
by Bob Johnson, Ken Strain, and Nancy Strain 
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Engaging God 
Engaging Each Other ~ Engaging the World 

TIDINGS OF PEACE 
Peace Lutheran Church 

202 Dickinson Street 
Monroe, WA  98272  

 

Address Correc on Requested 

 

LUNCH BUNCH 
To Be Announced 

 

As you know, restaurants are closed to indoor dining 
and outdoor dining in December is difficult. That’s a 
nice way of saying it’s too cold ! We hope to see you in 
January. More to come! 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
Ken and Nancy Strain and Chuck and Andi Swanson 


