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There is Covid to the right and 
politics to the left.  There is 
unrest to the back.  There is 
economic upheaval in front of 
us.  We are surrounded by 
things that threaten us.  Where 
do we turn?   
Our situation reminds me of the 
predicament of King Jehosha-
phat. He had three armies 
coming to wage war on Israel.  
He and his armies were greatly 
outnumbered. There was no 
way to escape. Defeat seemed 
inevitable. So, King Jehosha-
phat assembled the people.  
Then they looked the one 
direction where there was no 
threat—up. The king prayed 
honestly and fervently. He 
acknowledged that they could 
not solve the problem on their 
own. Then he ended his prayer 
with these incredible words, 

“We don’t know what to do, 
but our eyes are on you.” (2 
Chronicles 20:12) 
There are so many things in our 
world that are beyond our 
capacity to solve. We cannot fix 
the pandemic. No matter who is 
elected, our country will still 
have problems. The economy 
will improve and will 
deteriorate. Some things are 
just beyond our control. When 
we realize that, we receive a 
gift. We receive the gift of 
looking outside ourselves to a 
solution that is bigger than we 
are. We are given the gift of 
looking to the God of the 
universe who promises to love 
us and to overcome the world.  
After the king’s prayer, Jahaziel 
stood up. Jahaziel was a pro-
phet and God spoke through 
him.  He said, “You will not 
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have to fight this battle. Take 
up your positions; stand firm 
and see the deliverance the  
Lord will give you, Judah 
and Jerusalem. Do not be 
afraid; do not be 
discouraged. Go out to face 
them tomorrow, and 
the Lord will be with 
you.’” (2 Chronicles 20:17)  
Did you hear that? You don’t 
have to fix the world. You 
just have to take your 
position and stand firm.  
Whether your position is that 
of a retired person, a teacher, 
or a steel worker, God just 
calls you to live in your 
calling. Don’t be afraid 
because whatever you do, 
God will be with you.   
That must have been hard for 
the Israelites to believe as 
they looked at the three 
armies coming to attack 
them. God was invisible, but 
the enemies were holding 
very real swords and arrows.  
Yet Jehoshaphat responded 
with faith and praised God.  
Then he did a very strange 
thing. He appointed the choir 

to stand in front of the army 
and sing, “O give thanks to 
the Lord for His love endures 
forever.” From the world’s 
viewpoint this was the 
stupidest maneuver ever 
done by an army. Defense-
less singers walking toward 
three hostile armies would be 
fodder for a horrible 
slaughter. And yet, what 
happened is that the other 
armies turned on each other 
and never confronted God’s 
army. As God’s people 
focused on praise and 
thanksgiving, God provided 
the victory.   
We know that God has 
already provided the victory 
for us in Jesus. So, as we 
continue to navigate this 
crazy 2020, let’s learn from 
God’s people to stand firm in 
whatever position the Lord 
has put us to sing praise and 
give thanks to the Lord.   

Happy Thanksgiving!!!! 

Engage God! 
Engage Each Other!      

         Engage the World! 
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Is it you? 
 

We are looking for a Jesus follower who has the gift of caring to 
serve as a new Lay Minister. Lay ministers encourage the Ministry 
Staff through prayer, word and action, caring for them spiritually, 
emotionally, and physically and serving as our personnel committee. 
Lay Ministers also help the pastor care for the congregation making 
calls, praying, and ministering to those in need. Time commitment 
includes a monthly meeting, regular communication with the Pastor, 
and calling on members of the congregation. You will receive 
training in giving spiritual care. If you feel that God may be leading 
you in this direction or you know someone who may be qualified, 
please contact Pastor Todd.  



Happy 90th Birthday, 
Ruth Koenig! 

 
Favorite Hymn:  “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” 
Favorite Bible Verse: Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.  
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  There is one body and one 
Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you were called—one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. (Ephesians 4:2-6) 
Ruth Gugel was born at home in the parsonage of Peace Lutheran Church in Sandusky, MI where her 
father was pastor. Her mother cared for 5 children. Ruth was baptized on the 1st Sunday after her birth 
in the family’s living room. Shortly thereafter, her father accepted a call to Forestville, MI. There at 
Trinity Lutheran Church she was confirmed at the end of 8th grade after a year of study before 
entering 9th grade.   
After graduating from Minden City High School, Ruth joined the Cadet Nurses Corp, training in 
Harper Hospital in Detroit. She met Don “Dutch” Koenig while she was in Fort Wayne helping her 
brother with his family. Don had just graduated from seminary and the two were sharing a ride to 
“Recreation School.”   
Don and Ruth married March 31, 1951 in Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Fort Wayne. His calls took 
them to Omaha, NE where he was ordained and installed; Millvale, PA; San Diego, CA and 
Mammoth Lake, CA before his retirement in 1996.   
After beginning her nursing career in Fort Wayne, Ruth took a 21-year break to raise sons, David, 
Philip, Mark, Robert, and Dan and daughter Linda (Herman). She then worked at Mercy Hospital in 
San Diego and Mammoth Lakes Hospital, retiring once at 70.  She was then called back after 4 
months and worked until her final retirement in July 1999.   
Ruth and Don moved to the Northwest and Peace Lutheran Church in August 1999. Both were active 
in worship and Bible study until his passing in 2017. Ruth was also part of Dorcas Circle, Golden 
Oldies, and the women’s groups. She’s also served as a greeter and Stephen Minister and been a 
faithful supporter of Little Doves Preschool. She’s always had a ready hand and open heart 
and we love that we have this opportunity to celebrate not just her birthday, but her service.  

Ruth, you’ve been a blessing to us all. Happy birthday, dear lady! 

Women’s Bible Study 
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Join Cara Fleming for a six-week study of Lysa Terkeurst’s 
“Twelve Women of the Bible.” 

 

We enjoy our time together.  
These life changing stories will inspire you! 
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Worship ~ Study ~ 

Adult Study 
“One Nation under God:  

Healing Racial Divides in America” 
Sundays at 9:15 a.m. 

 

Contact the church office, if you’d like to participate. 
We’re meeting at church between services. Bring your mask. 

Worship (indoors!) 
Sundays at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

 

Bring your mask. 
Be sure you’re healthy. Temperatures are taken. 

Bring the joy of the Lord. It’s great to be together. 
 

“This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 
Psalm 118:24 

Worship (online and on the phone) 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Our services are also recorded.  
Go to YouTube: Peace Lutheran Church  

or Facebook: Peace Church Monroe.  
You can also call in (602-580-9478). Your access code is 5100526#. 

Weekly bulletins are available on our website (peacechurchmonroe.org). 
Children’s messages are available, too. Share with your friends and family. 

Communion Sundays 
and by Appointment 

 

We are sharing communion on Sundays now that we 
are back in the building, alternating between the two 
services. If you’re not able to join us, please call 

Pastor Todd (907-1259-5115) or email him 
(todd@peacemonroe.org) to arrange a 
convenient time. 4 



Commune ~ Serve 

Take the Next Step 2-4-1 Project 
First Sundays of Each Month 

  

We have the opportunity to bless our neighbors in 
need. See Monday’s email blast for details. If 
you’d rather make cash donation, just make your 
check payable to Peace and put “2-4-1 Project” in 
the memo line. 

Endowment Possibilities 
There were two reasons the last newsletter included an article on the subject of the Peace Lutheran 
Church Endowment for Missions. The reasons were to review its purpose and to provide awareness 
for members who had no knowledge of its existence. The article described how giving over time 
produces a growing principle amount, from which the interest earned is given to the missions our 
voter’s assembly selects each year. 
Giving to the Endowment principle can be ongoing, which we might call living money, or in our 
wills, which we might call after death money. In this month’s newsletter we focus on the ongoing 
ways in which we can give to the Endowment principle. 
In talking with several members, we have learned of a number of ways that folks use to remember 
this type of giving, some of which are very creative. Examples given were: 
•A couple of people said they give a flat amount once a year in whichever month was convenient for 
them.    
•One person has a mother who turned 89 this year, and so they gave that dollar amount this year and 
would give $90 next year and so on. 
•Another person said they preferred to give $10 a month above their normal giving, making it 
routine to remember that type of giving. 
•One young family of four added birth dates. The father’s is the 19th, the mother’s is the 7th, one 
child is the 4th and the other the 28th. So, they give a total of $58 in the month of the last birthday. 
•An older couple adds their ages and the number of years they are married, and this year gave $204 
in their August anniversary month. Each subsequent year adds 1 to these, so their giving goes up $3 
each year. 
•One member usually receives an annual bonus from his work.  A portion of this “extra” income is 
donated to the Endowment Fund. 
These a just a few of the ways we found that members are using to remember to give to this fund for 
missions. We’re sure there are other ways any of us can find to support this additional mission work 
of our church. It’s prudent to remember that as God has blessed each of us, it’s worthwhile to grow 
our endowment with the gift that keeps on giving. 



Financial News 

Fiscal YTD 
Thrivent Choice $ -0-    
Total                                  $ -0- 

Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, 
always giving thanks to God the Father for everything,  

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Ephesians 5:19b-20 
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TREASURER’s REPORT 
 
 
 
 
 
Given September 2020    $  16,730 
Given Fiscal YTD (August 2020-July 2021)  $  38,540 

 
2019-20 Budget (approved July 2020) 
 Founda on     $195,707 
  Salary and Benefits 
  Administra on 
  Building Loan 
 Ministries 
  Reaching Up    $     2,400 
   Worship 
  Reaching Out    $   21,800 
   The World 
   The Na on 
   The Region 
  Reaching In    $     6,200 
   Educa on 
   Spiritual Growth 
   Fun and Fellowship 
   Supplies         
      Total $226,107 
 
Assets (as of 9/30/2020) 
 Checking     $125,357 
 Savings     $  18,882 
 Endowment     $  39,578 
 
Income v. Expenses 
 Needed in August 2020   $  18,842 
 Given in September 2020   $  16,730 
 Needed Year-to-Date    $  37,684 
 Given Year-to-Date    $  38,540 
 
Loan Summary 
 Building Loan (as of 10/22/2020)  $  49,300 

Fiscal YTD 
Building  
   10 for 10 Campaign $   140 
    Principal Paydown $2,145 
Endowment $   204 
PPP Grant $3,688 
Total                                       $6,177 

Special Offerings 

Special Gifts 

Would you like 
to give your offerings 

online? 
 

Just go to https://
give.cornerstone.cc/

peacemonroe 
or access the link  

at peacemonroe.org. 
 

It’s easy! 



Little Doves  
Preschool  and Kindergarten 
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Welcome Little Doves Staff! 
Jennifer Mandish, Linda Herman (Director), Gretchen  Hollinger, 

and Latonya Dollison 



Engaging God 
Engaging Each Other ~ Engaging the World 

TIDINGS OF PEACE 
Peace Lutheran Church 

202 Dickinson Street 
Monroe, WA  98272  

 

Address Correc on Requested 

 LUNCH BUNCH 
Monday, November 9 

Location to be Announced 
 

Ken and Nancy Strain and Chuck and Andi Swanson 
invite you to join them for lunch. Following guide-
lines, we’ll gather with 4-5 per table. Call Ken and 
Nancy if you need a ride (425-308-9984) 

 

Friends and neighbors are always welcome! 
 

See you soon! 

 


