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I was feeling good after visiting a church in a Philippine village 
that I had not been to in 14 years.  The church had started with a 
great inaugural service and then fallen apart.  The person who 
was chosen to train to be their pastor stopped leading, and it 
seemed as though this village would be without a church.  Then 
a couple of years ago, one of our evangelists visited the 
community and talked to the man who was supposed to be 
pastor.  He regretted not following through.  Our evangelist told 
him that it is not too late.  The church was rebuilt.  And the 
people returned. Some had been worshipping elsewhere, but 
their hearts were with this little Lutheran Church; so when it 
reopened, they came home.  The little church was full with about 
35 adults and a bevy of little children packed into the bamboo 
building with a grass roof.   

Now I was on my way home.  I found the “easy road” after 
accidently driving my little motor scooter down the horse path 
that wound in and out of the river on the way to church.  I 
stopped at the top of a steep hill to let another motorcycle whine 
its way up the road.  I started down without thinking too much.  I 
hit a bump and accidently twisted my accelerator, while trying to 
maintain hold of the handle bars.  I felt the bike start to slide and 
thought for sure I was going to find myself lying in a heap with 
broken bones at the bottom of this hill--a 3 hour walk from 
home. My focus narrowed.  I knew I had to keep my balance. I 
swung the handle bars and held on.  I felt the bike speed up and 
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bounce recklessly down the rocky path.   I narrowly avoided 
a large rock and in the matter of a few seconds, I was at the 
bottom of the hill, filled with adrenaline, and thanking God 
for the angel that had guided my bike.  Had I wrecked my 
borrowed bike or myself on that isolated hill, I might not be 
sitting here on my way to China writing this article.   

There are a lot of times that we feel like we are hurtling down 
an incline out of control.  Maybe it is because of a family 
member who is sick or our own struggling health. Maybe our 
relationships are falling apart and we can’t seem to put them 
back together. Sometimes even good things like the 
Christmas season can make us feel like that.  We have so 
much to do and we are so busy that we are not sure if we are 
going to be able to stay upright.   Like I had to do on my little 
motor scooter, we need to focus on the most important things.  
We need to keep our balance, hold on to the handlebars and 
focus on the road ahead.  For Christians that means focusing 
on our connection with God, our connection with our 
Christian brothers and sisters, and on the mission that God 
has put in front of us.  When we narrow our focus, we can get 
through the tough times.  Then when we are back on flat 
ground, we can take a breath, thank God, and continue on our 
journey with joy.  My prayer for each of us this Christmas 
season is that we will keep our focus on the most important 
things and celebrate Jesus with joy. 

Pastor Todd 

Continued from Previous Page 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We extend a special thanks to Pastor Doug who was able to 
be with us during Pastor Todd’s mission trip to Asia. His 
ministry con nues to bless us in so many ways. 
 
We also thank Kurt La more and Jim Zirkle who shared the 
message with us on Sunday, November 10th and Sunday, 
November 17th. What a joy! 



Fiscal YTD 

Thrivent Choice  $     94 
Total                                     $      94 
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TREASURER’s REPORT 
 
 
 
Given October 2019     $  14,234 
Given Fiscal YTD (August 2019‐July 2020)  $  41,776 

 
2019‐20 Budget (approved July 2019) 
  Founda on          $191,668 
    Salary and Benefits 
    Administra on 
    Building Loan 
  Ministries 
    Reaching Up        $     5,200 
      Worship 
    Reaching Out        $   15,620 
      The World 
      The Na on 
      The Region 
    Reaching In        $     7600 
      Educa on 
      Spiritual Growth 
      Fun and Fellowship 
      Supplies             
            Total $220,088 
 
Assets (as of 10/31/19) 
  Checking          $130,325 
  Savings            $  18,872 
  Endowment          $  36,458 
 
Income v. Expenses 
  Needed in October 2019        $  18,341 
 Given in October 2019    $  14,234 

  Needed Year‐to‐Date        $  41,776 
 Given Year‐to‐Date    $  55,023 
 
Loan Summary 

  Building Loan (as of 10/21/19)      $  69,823 

Fiscal YTD 

Building  
   10 for 10 Campaign  $   660 
   Peace Builders  $     50 
   Principal Paydown  $ 1010    
Total                                    $  1720 

Special Offerings 

Special Gifts 

Financial News 

Ques ons about how 
you can best support 
the church with your 
own  me, talents, 
and treasures? See 
Pastor Todd, Deanna 
Nowadnick or Brad 
Feilberg, our 
Treasurer. 



Merry Ch

Jesus Java 
Church ~ Preschool Coffee Time 

Thu 12/5 and Fri 12/6 
8:45 a.m. 

 

Visit and chat, sip and giggle. 
Havin’ fun! 

Advent Worship Services 
Celebrating of God’s Love, Joy, Peace and Hope 
Sun 12/1, Sun 12/8, Sun 12/15, and Sun 12/22 

10:00 a.m. 
 

We prepare for the arrival of a small baby who would be King, 
the King of all kings! 

New Church Directory and Family Photos 
Tue 12/3 

1:00-8:00 p.m. 
 

We’d love to have as many members as possible participate! Sign-up 
sheet in church hallway. No purchase required. Families who do 
purchase will also receive $30 to spend at Shutterfly.com. Purchased 
photos will be delivered by mid-December in time for Christmas! 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR Preschool Fundraiser 
Fun Activities ~ Great Local Vendors 

Sat 12/7 
9:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m. 

 

A special event to support Little Doves! 
Crafts for the kids! Holiday shopping for the adults! 



hristmas! 

Women’s Christmas Brunch 
Food ~ Fun ~ Fellowship ~ Inspiration 

Sat 12/14 
11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

 

Bring your favorite appetizer or cookie/dessert. Main dish provided.  
Childcare provided, too (but be sure to let us know, if needed). 

Dorcas Women Quilting and Fellowship 
Good Cheer and Blessed Projects 

Wed 12/11 
9:30 a.m.  

*Lunch at 11:40 a.m. 
 

No quilting/sewing experience needed. Bring Christmas cookies 
or candy to share with our brown bag lunches. 

V{Ü|áàÅtá Xäx 
~ 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
“The Birth of Jesus” 

4:30 p.m. 
 

Songs and Costumes and a Wonderful Message! 

~ 
Traditional Worship Service 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful, Joyful and Triumphant!” 
10:00 p.m. 

 

Hymns and Communion and a Wonderful Message! 

~ 
All are welcome! 
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Would you like to give 
your offerings online? 

 

Just go to h ps://
give.cornerstone.cc/peacemonroe 

or access the link  
at peacemonroe.org. It’s easy! 

PEACE BUILDERS 
Our Story 

 
A recent activity brought joy to our hearts and 
comfort to a lovely lady who was recently widowed.  

Often people get put into positions where 
someone’s kindness would be helpful and 
appreciated.  Reasons vary, but the need is real.  
This is where Peace Lutheran’s Peace Builders step 
up and provide a needed service. 

Who are the Peace Builders?  They are a group of 
men and women who, when a need arises in our 
community, have offered to help when they have 
both the time and ability to address the issue.  It 
could be a simple one- or two-person task or a 
project that takes many hands.  No one is expected 
to be at every activity.  When a need is brought to 
our attention, people simply volunteer as they are 
available. 

The tasks that Peace Builders take on are not limited 
to members of Peace. They are ready to bless any 
one in the community.  In fact, you are encouraged 
to alert us about projects outside our church family. 
Just contact the church office, Pastor Todd, or Bob 
Johnson.  From there, we’ll put a plan together. 

Our undertakings vary.  It could be a simple 
plumbing repair, a yard cleanup, a house cleaning 
for someone recovering from an illness or injury, or 
any of a myriad of other needs.  What we don’t do is 
take on projects which are beyond our skills or 
where a licensed contractor or professional is 
required. 

If you would like to be a part of this team, it’s quite 
simple.  Contact Kim in the church office or Bob 
Johnson with your email address 
(bobjohnson100@comcast.net).  Bob maintains a 
distribution list of volunteers.  When a project is 
requested, an email goes out to the team and an 
appropriate response is put into action. 

Join us! 



Saturday,  
December 7 
9:00 a.m.—2:00p.m. 
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Living IN, OUT and UP! 
Loving God, Loving Others, 

Living for Jesus! 

TIDINGS OF PEACE 
Peace Lutheran Church 

202 Dickinson Street 
Monroe, WA  98272  

 
Address Correc on Requested 

LUNCH BUNCH CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
Mon 12/9 ~ 11:45 a.m. 

Tuscan’s Italian Kitchen, Monroe 
 

Bring a neighbor! Bring a friend! Join us for an enjoyable lunch! 
Note: If you’d like to participate in a gift exchange, 

bring a wrapped gift (about $10-12). 


