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I heard a podcast about a gym whose business model was to get 
lots of memberships from people who desire to get in shape but 
who will not follow through on their plan. The gym sells lots of 
promotional memberships. Most of those who buy the 
memberships never go to the gym. In fact, if they did go to the 
gym, there would not be enough room for them to work out. The 
gym profits from people’s good intentions, but poor discipline.   

There is another kind of gym that is more expensive, but caters to 
fitness junkies. These folks love to work out and they are at the 
gym every day. The folks at this latter type of gym are typically 
more dedicated and hence more fit.   

I wonder which type of gym our congregation is like. Are we a 
place where people would like to grow in discipleship but don’t 
really want to put in the time and effort it takes, or are we the 
type of place where we are dedicated to growing in Christ in 
everything we do?   

If I am honest, I am often the good intention type disciple.  I 
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want to grow in Jesus but other things get in the way.  I know 
God’s incredible grace and so I often slide on by in my 
spiritual journey knowing that God still loves me and 
forgives me.  That is sort of like the guy who thinks, “My 
gym membership is still good whether I work out or not.”  
That may be true but you certainly aren’t getting much out of 
that membership.  When we slide by in our discipleship 
journey, we miss out on the benefits of truly engaging with 
Jesus.   

So how do we truly engage with Jesus? Well, it starts by 
recognizing that Jesus has already engaged with us. He lived, 
died, and rose again. Now he gives us his Spirit and calls us 
to follow him.  

 He leads us to grow closer to him by regularly reading, 
meditating on, studying, and discussing God’s Word.  

 He leads us regularly worship together.  

 He leads us to faithfully come and take of Jesus’ body 
and blood to be reminded that all we do is by his grace 
and His presence in us.  

 He leads us engage with others in Bible Study and 
prayer. He leads us to get involved in service to others 
and to engage the World with Jesus’ love. 

All of these things take discipline. Just like at the gym, we 
need to make a commitment and then follow through on a 
regular basis if we want to see the results for which we are 
looking. The difference is that at the gym, you have to muster 
your own strength and commitment but in following Jesus, he 
provides the strength to do what he calls us to do. 

We are in the season of Lent. This is a 40-day fast that the 
church has observed for centuries leading up to Holy Week. 
Lent is a season of discipline. It is a perfect time to focus on 
engaging God through Spiritual discipline. Let’s do it! Let’s 
become a congregation of “Spiritual Fitness Junkies” led by 
God’s grace to be the people that God has created us to be.   

We are a family of Jesus’ followers who 

 Engage God, 

Engage Each Other, and Engage the World! 
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Financial News 

Fiscal YTD 

Thrivent Choice $   313 
Total                                     $     313 

TREASURER’s REPORT 

Given December 2019    $  13,442 
Given Fiscal YTD (August 2019‐November 2020) $  88,625 

 
2019‐20 Budget (approved July 2019) 
 Founda on     $191,668 
  Salary and Benefits 
  Administra on 
  Building Loan 
 Ministries 
  Reaching Up    $     5,200 
   Worship 
  Reaching Out    $   15,620 
   The World 
   The Na on 
   The Region 
  Reaching In    $     7600 
   Educa on 
   Spiritual Growth 
   Fun and Fellowship 
   Supplies         
      Total $220,088 
 
Assets (as of 1/31/2020) 
 Checking     $123,457 
 Savings     $  18,874 
 Endowment     $  36,458 
 
Income v. Expenses 
 Needed in January 2020   $  18,341 
 Given in January 2020   $  13,442 

 Needed Year‐to‐Date    $110,046 
 Given Year‐to‐Date    $  88,625 
 
Loan Summary 
 Building Loan (as of 1/21/2020)  $  63,856 

We give thanks with a grateful heart! 

Fiscal YTD 

Adver sing $   331 
Building  
   10 for 10 Campaign $1,030 
   Peace Builders $     50 
   Principal Paydown $1,015 
Missions $1,370 
Peace Builders $      50    
Total                                    $ 3,846 

Special Offerings 

Special Gifts 

Would you like 
to give your offerings 

online? 
 

Just go to h ps://
give.cornerstone.cc/

peacemonroe 
or access the link  

at peacemonroe.org. 
 

It’s easy! 



During Lent, we will gather together Wednesday evenings for a me of 
fellowship, service, and worship. A potluck soup‐salad dinner will begin at 
6:00 p.m. A er ea ng, we’ll par cipate in special projects in support of our 
church and local community. Worship will follow at 7:00 p.m.  

A sign‐up sheet is in the hallway for dinner along with addi onal 
informa on regarding the weekly projects.  

WEDNESDAY, March 4 
“NW Adventure”  

Basket for Monroe Gospel Women’s Mission 
Bring something fun for a camping basket that we’ll share with the Gospel 
Mission for their annual fundraising auc on.  

WEDNESDAY, March 11 
“Frank Wagner Gear‐Up”  

School Supplies for Our School Neighbors 
Help our kids finish the year strong! Consider dona ons of school supplies: 
glue s cks, markers and crayons, watercolor paints, individual packs of 
Kleenex, colored pencils, scissors, s cky notes... 

WEDNESDAY, March 18 
Li le Doves Easter Candy 

Yep, it’s that me again! Grab your favorite wrapped holiday candy and 
help us fill eggs for our school’s Palm Sunday Spring Fling. 

WEDNESDAY, March 25 

“Peace Behind Bars” 
Help us collect large‐print Bibles for our local New Life Prison Ministry. Cash 
dona ons welcome, too. 

WEDNESDAY, April 1 
“Thank You, Monroe!” 

Care Boxes for Our Community’s Servants 
Together we’ll assemble small “care boxes” of thanks to share with 
Monroe’s leaders, staff, and workers. So many possibili es! Surprise us so 
we can surprise them! 

LENT at Peace 



Dorcas Women Quilting Group 
Serving Together 

Wed 3/11 
9:30 a.m.  

*Lunch at 11:40 a.m. 
 

No quilting/sewing experience needed.  
* Bring a brown bag lunch. 

Men’s Breakfast 
Food and Fellowship 

Sat 3/14 
8:00 a.m. 

 

Join the guys at Denny’s here in Monroe for a pancake or a 
milkshake or a pancake and a milkshake along with great 
fellowship. Remember: Where two or three gather in His 
name, there is He also! 

 

Women’s Breakfast 
More Food and Fellowship 

Sat 3/14 
9:00 a.m. 

 

Gather with us at the HWY 2 Fusion Diner (the old Red 
Barn) for a special time of fellowship. Yummy! 

Ladies Bible Art Journaling 
Creative Reflections! 

Fri 3/13 
7:00 p.m. 

 

Grab your art supplies and a Bible or notebook. Invite a friend 
and join us for an evening in God’s Word. Participants are 

invited to bring an appetizer to share. 



6 

Let’s go! 
Spend the day with best-selling 
author and speaker, Priscilla Shir-
er!Michol Phillips is coordinating 
arrangements for Peace women 
and friends. Please let her know 
ASAP, if interested. 

 Save the Dates 
for Our Alaska Mission Trip 

 
Eat with us! Serve with us! 

Pray with us! 
 

 BAKE SALE! 
See order sheets on hall bulletin board, 

Sun 3/15: Freshly Baked Bread 
Sun 4/5: Shortbread 

Sun 4/25: Surprise Items! 
 POTLUCK with SILENT AUCTION 

Wed 4/22 
Church Fellowship Room 

 COMMUNITY DINNER FUNDRAISER 
Sat 5/23 

Monroe Senior Center 
 COMMUNITY YARD SALE 

Rent a 10x10 space and get it sold! 
Sat 5/30 

Peace Church 
 

 PRAYERS FOR THIS SPECIAL 
MISSIONAND MINISTRY 

 

Our Alaska Mission Team is looking for 
prayer support.  Our success is totally reliant 
on God's blessing. If you are willing to join 
us in praying for our mission team as we 
prepare for and then travel to Chitina, 
Alaska this summer, please contact Kim 
Roeske (Kimroeske82@gmail.com).  She 
will send out regular prayer equests.  Even if 
you can't go this year, you can be a part of 
this mission: 

First Communion 
Tyler Duncan  

and Rylee Thorp 
Also communing for the 

first time was Mason 
Hagen. 



Little Doves  
Preschool  and Kindergarten 

We’re also  
enrolling for 2020-21 

school year! 

March 29 
11:15 a.m. 

 

Easter Egg Hunt, Chili Cook-Off, 
Silent Auction, Games for the Kids, 
Cake Walk, Animals, and Bake Sale 
 
We looking for volunteers for the 
kitchen and auction. We’re also 
looking for donations for our silent 
auction and candy for our egg hunt. 
 

See Linda Herman for details. 
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Peace Lutheran Church 
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Monroe, WA  98272  

 

Address Correc on Requested 

LUNCH BUNCH 
Mon 3/9/2020 

11:45 a.m. 
Village Taproom and Grill, 1204 3rd Street, Marysville 

(formerly the Log Cabin) 
 

We will carpool from Peace, leaving at 11:15 a.m. 
All are welcome!  


